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The City of Mount Holly Planning Commission met on January 7, 2019 at 6:30pm at the 
Municipal Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly. Those members present 
were Chairman Myles Biggerstaff, Vice Chairman Will Crist, Jerry Bishop, Rodney Williams, 
Joni Burton, Ed Olivares, Teraseta Ellerbe, LeRoy Thorns, and Melanie Nichols. City Manager 
Danny Jackson, Planning Director Greg Beal, Planner Brian DuPont, and Code Enforcement 
Officer Brandon Livingston were also present at the meeting. Planner Jonathan Wilson was 
absent from the meeting. 

Chairman Biggerstaff called the meeting to order and moved to the second item on the agenda; 
Reading of Ethics Statement: In accordance with the Rules of Procedures, it is the duty of every 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment member to avoid conflicts of interest. Does any 
member have any known conflicts of interest in respect to any matters coming before the 
Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment today? If so, please identify the conflict and 
refrain from any participation in the particular matter involved. No member had a known conflict 
of interest. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the third item on the agenda: Approval of the minutes. Ms. 
Ellerbe made the motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Crist seconded and all members were in 
favor.  

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fourth item on the agenda: Public Hearing for review and 
recommendation to City Council for an update to the Strategic Vision Plan. Mr. Beal opened the 
discussion by talking about the history of the vision plan as well as how to build on the 2008 
plan by updating the old accomplishments. Mr. Beal added the “who, what, when, where, and 
why” of the action oriented document which received $2.5 million in grant funding. Mr. Beal 
then turned it over to the chair and introduced Tripp Muldrow with Arnett Muldrow, who would 
be speaking on the Vision Plans.  

Mr. Muldrow started by discussing how the 2008 plan was the guiding vision for the City by 
connecting the downtown with neighborhoods as well as connecting the city as a whole. Mr. 
Muldrow made a breakdown of the cities values, the growth and transformation of the city in the 
past 10 years since the 2008 plan was put in place. Mr. Muldrow added by discussing the cities 
enhanced walkability with the introduction of greenways.  

Mr. Muldrow stated the proposed plan of mixed land-use development to allow for an overlap 
with the downtown instead of a divide. Mr. Muldrow added that Mount Holly is not a “9-5 city” 
and that adding restaurants, businesses, and parks would help with the connectivity of the city. 
Mr. Muldrow stated that living near parks made the parks more successful due to the mixed-use 
buildings being located near or around the park with large amounts of open spaces and more 
pedestrian utilities such as crosswalks. Mr. Muldrow discussed the outdoor spaces or “outdoor 



wonderlands” that could create gathering places to connect the public with the private so they 
could feed off of each other.  

 

Mr. Muldrow discussed the refurbishing of old mills and creating restaurants or new businesses 
to incubate businesses. Mr. Muldrow added by saying that this was “distinctly Mount Holly” and 
that it kept the “small town feel” that people love about the city. 

Chairman Biggerstaff opened the public hearing and with there being no one wishing to speak 
the public hearing was closed. Mr. Williams asked if there would need to be any zoning changes 
with the plan. Mr. Beal stated that the guidelines were just recommendations but could be 
changed at any time. Mrs. Burton stated how exciting it was for her to be a part of this 
commission to plan these ideas and be a part of this vision for Mount Holly. Mrs. Burton also 
added her worry about the 2 separate visions for some concepts such as the bike plan which did 
not seem to protect bikers. Mr. Beal added that people want to feel safe. Mrs. Burton stated her 
idea of sidewalks and paths connecting cul-da-sacs in subdivisions as well as how she did not see 
utilities and a foundation referenced in the plan pertaining to the greenways. Ms. Ellerbe added 
her concerns on safety with an introduction of “panic buttons” or emergency stations on the 
greenway paths. Mr. Beal added that this was a good idea to see in the plans and working on safe 
places. Mr. Olivares asked about bike/scooter rentals and their successes in other cities. Mr. 
Muldrow stated that sponsored bikes in Greenville, SC had been fairly successful but only in the 
downtown area with scooters not having as much success. Mrs. Burton asked about bike parking 
and Mr. Crist added if all plans would be implemented. Mr. Beal stated that this is a long term 
plan. Mrs. Burton asked about area transit and the extension of Charlotte area transits. Mr. Beal 
stated more talks of a bus service rather than light rail transits. Mrs. Burton added her ideas of 
trollies and a “quaint downtown”. Mr. Olivares asked about grocery stores in the new 
subdivision in Imagery and Stone Water Bay near the northern areas of the city in which people 
are having to drive long distances to get to stores. Mr. Beal added that there are not enough 
homes built in these new subdivisions to develop new grocery stores. Mrs. Burton asked about 
building parking decks in the sitting. Ms. Ellerbe added how ugly parking decks looked in the 
landscape while Mrs. Burton added that in Concord they had built beautiful parking decks with 
designs to go alone with the landscape of the city’s downtown. Mr. Muldrow brought up the 
costs of building a parking deck which could be a loss to the city if the deck did not remain full 
as well as the need for parking then walking the downtown streets. Mrs. Burton asked about 
pedestrian crossings under the railroad tracks downtown to connect the north and south areas of 
the city’s downtown to make it more pedestrian friendly. Mr. Beal stated that it was a good idea 
but unfeasible. Mrs. Nichols asked if the discussion and questions asked tonight could be told to 
Council. Mr. Bishop made a motion to make an adaption of plans to Council with Mr. Crist 
seconded the motion.  

With there being no other comments Mr. Bishop made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. 
Crist seconded the motion and all members were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm 


